
 
  

SEPTEMBER 2012 
 

Scottish Charities No. SC006456 



  ‘A MESSAGE FROM THE MANSE’ 
 

                                                                                                                                                    
August 2012 

Dear Friends 

Recently, Irene my wife went to stay for a week in our daughter and son in 

law’s home in Strathaven, to look after their cats while they were away in 

Hungary.  Strathaven is a town rather than a village, but Irene noticed that 

wherever she walked, people smiled and said hello, or in a queue in a 

shop, they would chat away, even though they had no idea who she was.  

It made her feel welcome and at home. 

Some of us find it easy to talk to people we don’t know; others find it much 

harder.  As Christians we should take the opportunity to be friendly to 

others in our everyday life. But it is especially important in the life of a 

congregation, that people who are visiting, or looking for a Church in which 

to settle are made to feel welcome.  

We are all called to treat one another as Jesus would want us to. We don’t 

need to find out a person’s life story in the first five minutes of speaking to 

them!  We just need to say hello and that it is lovely to see them in Church.  

If we are feeling really brave, we could even ask them how they are!  It can 

make the difference between someone feeling they are cared for, or 

deciding never to darken the doors of Larbert East again. 

We are all going to have the opportunity of honing our skills in welcoming 

someone new very shortly.  On 1
st
 September we will be joined by Mr Roy 

Cordukes, who will begin working with us for 15 months as a probationer 

minister.  I asked Roy to write something about himself and his family, as a 

way of introducing himself to Larbert East.  Roy, along with his wife 

Barbara, have already visited Larbert East as ‘visitors’, and were made to 

feel very welcome!  You can read his letter below. 

In the meantime, let’s remind ourselves of what Jesus said: 

‘I tell you, whenever you did this for one of the least important of these 

brothers of mine, you did it for me!’ Matthew 25:40 

 

God bless each and every one of you. 

Melville   



CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 

                    BAPTISMS 
 

                     “Let the children come to me” 
 

            15/07/12          Andrew Robertson McAdam 
 

 

MARRIAGES 

 
“He who loves is a child of God and knows God” 

 
 
08/07/12          Mr Gary Houston to Miss Kara Lawson  
21/07/12          Mr Steven Todd to Ms Karen Donnelly 

                  DEATHS 

 
“I am the Resurrection and the Life” 

 
05/05/12  Mrs Polly Evans  
22/05/12  Mr Hugh Binnie  
01/06/12 *Mrs Lizzie Spence  
02/06/12  Mr William Jack              
04/06/12 *Mrs Eleanor Brown  
07/06/12  Mr Walter Ferguson  
08/06/12  Mrs Liz Yorkston  
10/06/12 * Mr George Beer  
16/06/12 *Mrs Betty Campbell   
29/06/12 *Mrs Bett Brown  
13/07/12  Mrs Anne Buckley  

  
* denotes member ** denotes former member 
  



T IN THE PARK, JULY 2012 
 

Hello fellow worshippers, this is my report of my experience as a Street 
Pastor in the campsite at T in the Park 2012. 
 
I was very fortunate that I chose to go on the Friday night because the rest 
of the weekend was a washout. 
 
Although I was excited I was also a bit anxious because I had been warned 
of the immensity of it all and going on my own I was concerned that I might 
get lost - there was no need to be anxious.  It was so well organised. 
 
I arrived at the staff car park (8000 staff) at 6.30pm to the sound of the 
Kayser Chiefs singing Ruby, Ruby, Ruby just across the fence (excited or 
what) and met up with a few others I had never met before and we headed 
off to the tent where we were signed in and banded (my grand-daughter 
claimed my band the next day - took her dad half an hour to  
hack it off so as not to rip it!!!).  We then walked about half a mile where we 
took a bus to the camp site.  That was when it really hit me how immense it 
all was. 
 
There were 85,000 revellers and 30,000 were campers.  The site was split 
into 8 sites which were colour co-ordinated, yellow, green, white, red, blue, 
pink, purple and amber, and each site was split into 4 sections, signed 1 to 
4, making 32 sections altogether with approx 250 tents in each section.   
BIG OR WHAT?  It was literally a wee town. 
 
Our base was at the top of a wee hill looking over the whole of the site and 
we were fenced in with 'guards' at the entrances.  There was a little  
'hospital' (more than just first aid), a police base, a welcome base where 
people could go when they felt a bit vulnerable or frightened, a Samaritans 
base and us.   
 
We were teamed up in two's and I was with Andrew.  Andrew had to phone 
in to the base every 15 minutes and report our position then each hour we 
headed back for a drink.  Around 11.30pm we all went to a canteen and 
had a hot meal, I had beef bourgignon (if that's not how it's spelt then beef 
stew) and rice, it was delicious. 
 
Although we had a few interesting conversations with individuals or groups 
our main activity during the night was pointing people in the right direction 
for their tents - I found the whole situation very funny.  "erm, excuse me, 
where's White 1? My tent is green and has a pointed top".   After an hour I 
knew the exact positions of each colour and my arms were waving 



upwards, across, left, right and every other direction.  One young man had 
met a young lady and he asked where yellow and amber were, he was in 
yellow and the young lady was in amber - they couldn't have been further 
apart, about half an hour's walk, so he decided to find his own tent first and 
then try to find the young lady.   
                              
After leaving the Arena the campers had to go through an area called 
Sunset Strip which the day pass people were not allowed into.  It was an 
entertainment area so they could carry on their partying into the wee small 
hours (all the music and bands ended at 11.45pm).  A few of the day pass 
people managed to find their way into the campsite, inadvertently I might 
add, to find they had to then walk for nearly 2 miles to get back to their car 
parks or meeting places if they were being picked up.  They were not at all 
happy and caused a bit of a commotion at having got lost. 
 
As the night/morning went on the noise of chatter, music and singing grew 
very loud but there was no trouble and everyone was in good fettle.   
 
We were called back to base around 3.30am where the leads gave a  wee 
report and then we all headed back to the car park together.  This time we 
had to walk and it took half an hour which was no mean feat as we had 
been walking all night long but, hey ho, bed beckoned so it was all good. 
 
I got home at 5.00am. 
 
Margaret. 

 
 

VINE TRUST NEWS 

 
 

There has been a lot of progress since my last update in May’s edition of 
Eastwords. The great news from Tanzania is that our work has moved from 
the successful pilot phase into support on a long term basis. Tanzania is 
firmly an established Vine Trust project. 
 
TANZANIA WORKPARTY – 15

th
 to 30

th
 September 2013 SIGN UP NOW 

 
Three very important meetings have taken place since May.  
 

 Larbert East interested volunteers got together on 27
th
 May to find 

out more 



 I spoke to Larbert Rotary on 6
th
  June and a number of local 

business people have expressed an interest in the team.  

 On 10
th
  July I went down to Dumfries to speak to 20 people from 

Dumfries and Castle Douglas who are interested in signing up. 

Three of them have already been to Peru on work parties with Alex 

Duncan and they are very excited by the prospect of joining up with 

our group.  

This is really good news as at this stage 12 months prior to Tanzania, it 
looks like we will easily fill a team of 30 if everyone who has expressed 
interest signs up for the team. A number of the people in Dumfries have 
begun to apply so that’s great news. We need to get our volunteers signed 
up too.  
 
How to apply  
 
There are two ways to apply if you want to join the work party. You can 
apply online via the link http://www.vinetrust.org/apply or you can apply on 
paper. If you want a paper application form, feel free to contact me on 
graham.neil2@sky.com or 078 3483 7973. Once you have completed your 
application, Vine Trust will be in touch with you to book your flights. 
 
Details of the workparty are as below: 
 
Location: Moshi 
The projects the team will be working on are located within 2 hours of the 
town of Moshi on the lower slopes of Kilimanjaro (NorthernTanzania). 
There are currently 4 projects Vine Trust are looking to support, all of which 
are focused on the construction of homes for vulnerable children. Three of 
the projects are initiatives of individual Lutheran parish churches and the 
other is run by a separate NGO. 
 
Costs 
To come on the team, Vine Trust need volunteers to make a contribution of 
£675 plus international flights (circa £650-£750 in Sept). The total 
amount is payable in three installments. When you book, Vine Trust require 
the first installment of £250 (deposit).  
 
Costs include: 

 Transport in Tanzania 

 Food and basic dorm style accommodation 

 Tours and activities unless where stated 

http://www.vinetrust.org/apply
mailto:graham.neil2@sky.com


 £200 donation towards building materials and the children’s project 

Costs exclude: 

 Personal spending money 

 Required vaccinations and medicines 

 Any fuel surcharges that may be imposed by the airline 

 Visa for Tanzania ($50) 

 Optional 2 day safari trip, circa £250 

 
Exhibition of Contemporary Scottish Painting – Edinburgh Festival 
Venue  
No 261 
Monday –Saturday 10:00 – 16:00, Sunday 13:00-16:00 3

rd
 to 26

th
 August 

 
Vine Trust are very excited that The Vine Trust Barge will be host to the 
'Exhibition of Contemporary Scottish Painting' during this year's Edinburgh 
Festival between the 3rd and 26th August. The exhibition will feature a 
collection of contemporary Scottish paintings and prints by some of 
Scotland's most renowned living artists including Peter Howson, John 
Bellany, Karen Willis and Frank McFadden. What’s more, all proceeds from 
sales made during the exhibition go directly to Vine Trust! The exhibition 
will be open to the public throughout the festival. Vine Trust are also  
looking for volunteer stewards to help with the running of this exhibition  
throughout its duration. Each day we will need 2-3 stewards on board to 
help with the event.  
Some people have already signed up, but Vine Trust are still in need of 
more helping hands. If you have some time to spare and would like to get 
involved please email hannah@vinetrust.org 
 
Global Student Forum Stewards required, Edinburgh  

Wednesday 5th September 2012, 8am - 5pm 

Vine Trust are looking for stewards for the annual GSF Conference. Tasks 
involve stewarding a conference of 400 people; showing people to seats, 
toilets etc and helping in the running of the day. Training will be given on 
the day. Please email michelle@vinetrust or contact Alex Duncan. 
 
Vine Trust Gala Dinner, The Drumossie Hotel, Tuesday 18

th
 September 

HRH The Princess Royal will be a guest at The Vine Trust Gala Dinner at 
The Drumossie Hotel on Tuesday 18th September. This evening has 
kindly been gifted by MacDonald Hotels and Resorts in order that all 
proceeds can go towards the Vine Trust Jubilee Project.  

mailto:hannah@vinetrust.org


Tickets are £95 per seat, and £900 for a table of 10. One ticket entitles you 
to a 3 course dinner with wine as well as a drink on arrival.  Each ticket 
holder will also be entered into a competition to win a new Renault car. The 
event begins at 7:00pm, with a 6:30pm arrival time.  
For those requiring accomodation, MacDonalds Hotels and Resorts have 
offered discounted rates for the night of the 18th.   
If you would like to purchase tickets for this event or would like more 
information, please get in touch at admin@vinetrust.org 
Dress code is black tie and evening gown (not necessary to wear both!) 
 
 

DEACONS COURT 
 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND HOME INSURANCE SCHEME 
 

The Deacon’s Court wishes to draw Larbert East member’s attention to the 
HOME Insurance Scheme provided by the Church of Scotland Insurance 
Company Ltd (COSIC). 

For each Policy that is issued under the scheme, COSIC will donate £20 
 to our congregation. Furthermore all profit earned through the scheme 
 is donated, through Gift Aid, to the Church of Scotland. 
 

COSIC provides a Home Insurance product designed to meet church 
member’s needs. Cover is provided for up to £500,000 buildings and 
£60,000 contents. COSIC currently provides total insurance cover for 
Larbert East Church buildings and contents. 
 

Full details of the scheme are contained in a leaflet “HOME INSURANCE 
TO MEET YOUR NEEDS” which is posted on the inside Church Notice 
Boards; copies are available to take away on the table in the Church 
Vestibule. Each leaflet includes a straightforward Quotation Request  
form.  
 

Please give thoughtful consideration to this novel additional way to 
contribute to the Church funds. 
 
COIN CANS      
                                                             
A BIG thank you to all who participate in donating via coin 
cans.   £496.73 was raised last year. 
 

The money donated is being used for the Sound System.  
If you wish to take part, you can collect a coin can from 
the foyer or see Eleanor Neilson. 
                             
 

mailto:admin@vinetrust.org


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
 
Yes, we are planning ahead....... the Christmas  
Fayre will take place in the Church halls on Saturday 
24th November. Usual time 2.00-4.00pm and all the 
usual stalls. Please put this date in your diary! 
 
 

 
 

………   CHRISTINE STONE  
                                                                       
                                                                      Our Mission Partner in Nepal 
Surprise ! Surprise! 
 
At the morning service on 8

th
 July, we were very happy – and privileged – 

to  have our Mission Partner, Christine Stone with us once again.  A very  
special surprise visitor, back from Nepal for two weeks. Even Melville had  
known only a few days beforehand! 
 
When she stood up to address the children, Christine was given a  
spontaneous burst of applause from  the congregation! We were all happy  
to see her! 
 
Christine talked to the children about saying “thank you” to God , not only 
for the big things that happen in our lives but for the ordinary things that  
we experience every day. She spoke of three things  that she thanks God 
for  - the blackbird that wakens her at 4a.m. in her home in Kathmandu – 
singing its heart out in the early morning – her dog Nim (no longer a puppy) 
who is her faithful friend and who goes everywhere with her – and for 
things we often take for granted – gas – so that she can cook a meal – and 
electric light so that she can read at night. In Kathmandu, she reminded us, 
they often have long spells without gas or electricity which makes life very 
difficult. 
 
We must always remember to thank God for all that he gives us, said  
Christine, and praise him for never letting us down. Whatever happens in 
life, God is always there for us. 
 
Then she told the story of when she was visiting the new school in Crak – a  



village on the side of a steep mountain, and many days’ travel from 
Kathmandu. There she saw a poor villager whose leg had been smashed 
by falling rocks 3 months before. There was no hospital nearby and it would 
have been impossible to carry him over steep, rocky paths to get medical 
help. When Christine saw him, his leg was swollen, gangrenous and life-
threatening. But people in UK churches – including Larbert East - had 
donated money to UVN who organised a helicopter to take the ill man (and 
his wife) to a hospital in Kathmandu. After an operation to save his leg, the 
man lived in a church for three months, learning about Jesus and giving 
thanks to God. When he is fit, he will walk back to his village in the 
mountains again. 
What Christine thanks God for most of all is that she is a Christian. She has 
been a Christian for over 50 years and God has never let her down – even 
in difficult times. 
One of the Readings that morning was from Romans 12 – about life in 
God’s service – serving, teaching, encouraging, sharing, loving, working 
hard – exactly what Christine is doing and has done for a long time. 
We pray that Christine will go back to Kathmandu, refreshed from her short 
holiday and return to her valuable work in Nepal trusting that God is always 
with her. 

 
 

WORLD MISSION STAMP APPEAL 2012 – 2013 
 

 
S.O.S. (Save Old Stamps) 
 
Thank you to all who save their used stamps for World Mission to support  
 the work of our partner Churches overseas. 
The money raised this year will go to the JCC for Social Services in 
Lebanon. 
 
J C C  Agriculture Training Centre 

The ancient city of Tyre in Southern Lebanon is surrounded by 3 camps 
which  are home to around 45,000 Palestinian refugees. Many of these 
refugees who were expelled in 1948 came from farming communities.  
 
On the edge of the city, the Joint Christian Committee for Social 
Services in Lebanon (JCC) has set up a small farm. The refugees are 
learning agricultural skills thanks to a project which began more than a 
decade ago. This allows them to maintain their cultural heritage. 
 
The JCC has organised courses for people between the ages of 14 and 35 
and up to now have focused on planting vegetables and growing fruit trees  



but occasionally soap-making, bee-keeping and health lectures have been 
added to the curriculum. However, the JCC would like to extend the scope 
of the farm project by offering the refugees the chance to learn how to rear  
chickens, so they need financial support to renovate old buildings into 
chicken sheds and buy chickens. Through education and vocational 
training, the JCC aims to enable people to help themselves. 
 
You can make a difference by saving every 
used stamp, depositing them in the 2 boxes at 
the back of the church or the one in the 
hall, or give them to Ernie Macintyre who 
will see that they go to World Mission 
Stamp Project.  
LEAVE AT LEAST ONE CENTIMETRE BORDER all round each stamp 
and do not remove self-adhesive stamps from their backing paper 

REMEMBER – damaged stamps have no value. 
The total to date for this new project is £1,090. 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 

 
 

Kathy Galloway, Head of Christian Aid Scotland, has asked me to share 
the thanks of the CA Scotland Team and those of their partners and the 
communities with which they work,to the members and friends of Larbert 
East who gave of their time, talents, prayers and financially during Christian 
Aid Week. In 2011 over £1.7 million was raised during that week and it is 
hoped that this year’s total will be just as impressive. 
 
Larbert East raised £2026.56 during the week plus the Bridge Walk raised 
£2011. A magnificent total of £4337. Thank you. 
 
The Methodist Church of Sierra Leone is just one of 500 partners in 50 
countries with which Christian Aid works.  In countless communities in 
these countries lives are improved and hope is kindled because of the 
continuing commitment to ending poverty by Christian Aid supporters. 
 

 
  



Souper Sunday 2012 
 

“It’s time to act against stigma” 
 
In the past two years we, as a church congregation, have 
supported The Church of Scotland’s HIV Programme 
through our participation in Souper Sunday.   
 
In 2012 the programme is focusing on global and local 
issues surrounding HIV and stigma….  
Why do so many people living with the virus have to 
contend with misunderstanding?    What role does fear play in society’s 
approach to HIV? And what should we in the Church be doing to set things 
straight?  
 
Souper Sunday 2012 aims to do its bit to address stigma, whether at home 
or abroad. 
 
The World Mission team at Larbert East is delighted to advise that we’ll be 
participating in the programme again this year and our own special Souper 
Sunday will take place on Sunday 16th September. Please mark the date in 
your diary now. 
 
There will be a specially focused morning service in the Church and after 
the service everyone is welcome to join us for a Souper Sunday lunch in 
the Church Hall. Hope to see many of you there and we’ll be extremely 
grateful for your continuing support for this most worthwhile project. 

 
“Changing the world one spoonful at a time” 

 
 

Larbert Churches Youth Trust 
  
As you are probably aware, our Schools' Worker, Gordon McKie is leaving 
us for a new job on 10th August.  As our first youth worker Gordon has built 
fantastic working relationships with all of our local schools and made 
himself very well known to our young people.  This is essential for the Trust 
to meet its objective of spreading God's word.  In his two years with us, he 
has  built a wonderful foundation for us to take the Trust forward. 
  
Gordon has described his recent highlights as the High School's end of 
term celebrations for Easter and summer, marking Holocaust memorial day 
and his involvement with local children at residential weekends.  We thank 
Gordon for his work, and give thanks for his time with us. 



The Trust is delighted to confirm Mr Michael (Mike) Glass has accepted the  
position of Schools Worker and will take up his post on 6th August. This 
means that he will be able to work in parallel with Gordon for a week before 
Gordon  leaves.  Mike is originally from Lancashire and is a member of 
Craigalbert Church in Cumbernauld, where he lives with his wife and 2 
young children.  He is very much looking forward to serving God by 
reaching out to young people with LCYT.  
  
 
 

3rd LARBERT BOYS’ BRIGADE 
 

After a year without a Junior Section, the new session is 
upon us and we aim to get going with all three sections in 
operation. A group of lads have been promoted from the 
Anchor Section and will form the nucleus of a revived Junior 
Section, meeting on a Monday evening. 

 
MEETING TIMES AND AGE GROUPS ARE: 
Anchor Section – Large Hall, Fridays from 24

th
 August - 6.00 – 7.00pm   

                             Primary 1, 2, & 3 
Junior Section – Large Hall, Mondays from 27

th
 August - 6.00 – 7.30pm  

                            Primary 4, 5, & 6 
Company Section – Large Hall, Mondays from 27

th
 August - 7.45pm – 

9.00pm      Primary 7 and S1, 2, and 3 
 
Please bring along any boys interested at these times.  The first couple of 
nights will be informal introductions to the programme.   
 
 

 
LMCA  -  Dates for Season 2012/13 are as follows: 
 
2012 
Friday 5

th
 October at  7.30pm          

  Dedication Service and Communion 
  Stenhouse & Carron Church 
 

Sunday 4
th

 November at 6.30pm      

 Joint Churches - Songs of Praise 
 Larbert East Church 
 

 Tuesday 27
th

 November at  7.00pm  

“Strictly Schools Aloud” 
  Larbert Old Church 

 

2013 
 Tuesday 15

th
  January at 7.00pm     

   ‘An evening with the  
       Sunbeam Singers’  

  Larbert East Church Hall 
 

Thursday 28
th

 February at 7.00pm    

 Guest Speaker  -   
Larbert West Church   
 

Friday 8
th

 March at 7.00pm     

 5
th

 Annual Dinner in the Park Hotel.       
 

 



WOMEN'S GROUP 
  
The Women's Group commences on Tuesday 18th September and we 
meet every second Tuesday through to March.  Our new syllabus (below) 
and news is displayed on our Notice Board in the Hall. 
We are also having a Fashion Show in October this year and tickets will be  
available at £3.00.  Please join us and bring along a friend. 
All are welcome and we hope you will be able to join us this year.  
Tea/Coffee and Biscuits are served after each meeting where we can relax 
and enjoy the freedom we have to meet in fellowship, always remembering 
how blessed we are to have this freedom. 
If you would like to join us but feel you are on your own, please speak to 
me or telephone me and I will be more than happy to make sure that you 
are looked after. 
Pat Nicol 
 
18 Sept. 
 
2 Oct. 
16 Oct. 
 
30 Oct. 
13 Nov. 
27

 
Nov. 

11 Dec. 

Quilts – Honouring the 
Women of Scotland 
Dennis Canavan 
Yv’s Baton Twirling 
Team 
Fashion Show 
Alex. Duncan 
Greyfriars Project 
Christmas Outing 

 
8 Jan. 
22 Jan. 
5 Feb. 
19 Feb. 
5 March 
 
19 March 

 
Project Evening 
Street Pastors 
Picture Quiz Night 
Children’s Panel 
AGM – 7.00pm 
    ‘Surprise’ 
Outing or Meal 

 

 
 

ONE – UP – MANSHIP ! 
 
In the playground one day, three boys were bragging about their fathers. 
 
Tom said, “My dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper – he calls it a 
Poem and he gets £50 for it ! 
 
Dick said, “That’s nothing. My dad scribbles a few words on a piece of 
paper – he calls it a Song and he gets £500 for it ! 
 
Harry said, “ Oh, but I can beat that! My dad scribbles a few words on a 
piece of paper – he calls it a Sermon – and it takes 6 people to collect all 
the money !!! 

 



What’s happened about the Church of 
Scotland reducing the number of ministers? 

 
You may recall that the General Assembly of 2011 made the decision to 
reduce the number of ministers working in parishes by 200 to around 1000.  
They allocated to every Presbytery, a fair share of the overall reduction.  
Falkirk Presbytery has to reduce by 6 ministries, 1.5 of which is to come 
from the Larbert area.  So what has happened? 
 
Each of the 6 areas in Falkirk Presbytery set up a Consultation Group,  
with the help of consultant Mr Iain Campbell, appointed by Presbytery.  
Iain is a Mission and Development Worker with the Church of Scotland, 
and was extremely helpful to the Larbert area group.  
 
One of the six Churches chose not to take part, but the remaining 5 Kirk 
Sessions appointed 5 congregational members each.  After several 
meetings, the group came to an agreed plan of action, which has been 
submitted to the Presbytery Planning Group.  We propose that the Larbert 
Churches need to be forward thinking and innovative, especially in the area 
of mission and outreach to new housing development areas.  For that very 
reason, and in particular, because the Larbert area has the fastest growing 
population in Falkirk Presbytery; we agreed we need to maintain 5.5 
ministries in this area. We are very willing to continue meeting to plan 
further how that would work in practice. 
 
Naturally, the final decision lies with Presbytery.  It seems likely there  
will be a special meeting of Presbytery in September, to consider the  
overall Presbytery plan.  We will keep you informed of the decisions 
made, and the Session will, if necessary, call a congregational meeting  
for this purpose, once Presbytery has meet. 

 
 

The Joint Children’s Praise Service for 2012. 
 
Sunday 23

 
September at Larbert West Church, in the Hall from 4 - 6 pm 

 
Our service this year will be a family service 

taking on the style of Messy Church – a 
service for all ages, not just children. 

 
What is Messy Church, you ask? Messy 

Church is a new informal but interactive way of worshipping together as 
families of   all ages, whereby we gather together to have fun and 



fellowship. The service is centred round activities, 
which may be crafts or games or creative worship. 
In each activity we find something of the   theme of 
the service, which for this “Messy Church Kid’s 
Praise” we are celebrating “Harvest”. This helps us 
all to focus on God’s word in a fun and interactive 

way. We then bring some of these activities, games, etc into a short 
informal time of worship together in the Church, where we all can 
participate. We conclude the service by all joining together to share in a 
meal in the hall. So if you have never been to or shared in a Messy Church 
service, why not make this an afternoon to bring the family along and 
together let us be the “Children of God”, praising him for his love and 
goodness to us all.  
 
If you have a talent or skill that could be Harvest 
related and would like to share this in the service 
time, in an activity or creative piece of worship, we 
would be delighted to make this a Joint Messy 
Church Kid’s Service and if each congregation 
offered say an activity or two – we would have about a dozen things to 
share together.  
No one is compelled to do anything they do not want to do, but has the 

freedom to join in with what they would like to do. No one 
is doing things for others, you do it for yourself and just 
simple enjoy the time of fun, fellowship and thanking God 
for allowing us to be Messy, creative and praising people.  
 
Messy Church begins with a welcome cuppa 
tea/coffee/juice and something nice to eat and then off you 
go and have fun…   

 
SO COME ALONG AND JOIN US 

 … and if you can and want to help facilitate an activity please contact the 
 Larbert West Minister, Gavin on 562878 or Sheila Kerr on 812516 – if 
 possible by Sunday 16

th
 September so we will know how many activities 

will be taking place. 

 
  



Jesus Chooses 12 Apostles 
Luke 5:1-11, Mark 3:13-18 (NIV) 

Jesus chose 12 special friends to help him in preaching to the people. You 
can read the story of how he invited Peter the fisherman to be one of his 
Apostles in Luke 5:1-11. Jesus performed a miracle to illustrate to Peter  
what he wanted Peter to do. Read what he did and fill in the blanks below 
from verse 10. 

 
 
 
In Mark 3:13 -18 we read the names of the 12 that he chose.  
Unscramble the names below and place the letters from the shapes  
into the matching shapes below. 
 
 

 
  



KIRK SESSION NEWS….. 
 
 

The arrangements for September 2
nd 

Communion… 
… are as follows.  The Morning Communion will be at 10.30am.  The 
Evening Communion is at 6.30pm. 

 
Working with the Community: 
 
The Kirk Session would like to encourage members to continue to support 
the following initiatives, as we continue to reach out to the local community 
in the name of Jesus, to share God’s love in practical ways.  They happen 
on Thursday mornings at the same time as Weekday Worship.  Please 
read on... 
 
Weekday Worship… 
The popular Thursday morning service, which last 25-30 minutes, resumes 
at the start of September, when look forward to welcoming back friends 
from neighbouring congregations as well as Larbert East. Everyone who 
goes, including those finding their way back to Church after facing 
challenging situations, comments on the warm and relaxed atmosphere.  
Spirits are lifted as we spend time with the Lord and with one another.  
There will be tea/coffee and home baking following the first service, which 
is on Thursday 6

th
 September at 11.15am.  Please come and join us. 

 
Kidz Clothes Broker 
The Kidz Clothes Broker, organised by the Young Church, will resume on 
Thursday mornings from 10-11.15am when the schools return at the end of 
August.  To enable the community as well as members of the congregation 
to take advantage of excellent quality second-hand clothes at bargain 
prices, we will ask Stenhousemuir Primary to make it known once again 
through the school newsletter.  
 
Stenhousemuir Primary Coffee Mornings... 
On the last Thursday of each month, once again we will be joined by some 
of the pupils and staff from Stenhousemuir Primary School Enhanced 
Provision Unit, who organise a Coffee Morning from 10.45-11.15am in the 
Small Hall (just prior to Weekday Worship.) They join us for the service as 
well.  The Coffee mornings begin on Thursday 27

th
 September. 

 
 

  



HELLO FROM ROY 
 
From Sunday 2nd September for fifteen months there will be a couple of  
new faces around Larbert East Church.  My name is Roy Cordukes, a 
probationer minister, and I will be accompanied on a Sunday morning 
by Barbara my wife. 
 

Barbara and I live in West Fife in the village of Saline.  We have been  
there since 1990 where our two children, Michelle and Paul have grown  
up.  We have been active members of the local Church of Scotland 
congregation and I was ordained as an elder in 2000.  Most Sundays I 
would be found at the piano leading a small music group to assist the 
worship.   
 

Although Scotland is very much our home, you will soon tell by our  
accents that we originate in Northern England.  I am from North  
Yorkshire and Barbara from Cheshire, but we met at Lancaster 
University and got married soon after graduating. 
 

My working life started in Operational Research in the non-ferrous  
metals industry in Birmingham but I soon became interested in how 
computers could help support financial management within the company 
and soon found myself helping accountants to realise the benefits of the 
new technology back in the early 1980s.  My interest in the business side  
grew and I moved into product development and marketing in a large 
building society and then into an international investment management 
company.  For the last fifteen years before commencing my University 
studies for the ministry, I was working in the area of change management 
in the retail business of a major bank in Edinburgh.   
 

I believe that God has and is calling me to be a minister of the Gospel 
in Word and Sacrament to help “keep the Church faithful to its nature  
and calling as the Body of Jesus Christ.” (Ministers of the Gospel Report, 
2000)  I am now entering the final phase of my training, having recently 
graduated as a Bachelor of Divinity from Edinburgh University.  I feel very 
privileged that Melville has agreed to be my Supervisor and I look forward 
to getting to know many of you over the coming weeks and months as 
together we seek to grow in our faith in Christ and our love for one another. 
 
Wishing you every blessing,  
Roy



DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
 
Sunday 26

th
 August  

The Morning Service is at 10.30am – Young Church resumes 
 
Sunday 2

nd
 September – Communion 

The Morning Communion is at 10.30am  
The Evening Communion is at 6.30pm 
The Retiring Offering will be for Borderline 
NB – Mr Roy Cordukes first Sunday as probationer minister 
 
Thursday 6

th
 September – Weekday Worship 

The first Weekday Worship for this session is at 11.15am 
 
Sunday 9

th
 September 

The Morning Service at 10.30am – Sacrament of Baptism 
 
Sunday 16

th
 September – ‘Souper Sunday’ 

The Morning Service at 10.30am – followed by a special lunch to  
raise funds for the Church of Scotland HIV Programme 
 
Sunday 23

rd
 September   

The Morning Service at 10.30am 
Joint ‘’Messy Church’ at Larbert West Church – 4.00pm 
 
Sunday 30

th
 September 

The Morning Service at 10.30am will include the 3
rd

 Larbert  
BB Enrolment 
 
Sunday 7

th
 October – Harvest Thanksgiving          

The Morning Service at 10.30am will be the Harvest Thanksgiving 
Family Service – Sacrament of Baptism 
Further details nearer the time 
Monthly Evening Service – 6.30pm 
 
 
  



LARBERT EAST CHURCH – LIST OF OFFICE BEARERS 
 
Minister: Rev Melville Crosthwaite   
 
Church Officer: Mr John Carmichael  
 
Organist: Mrs Margaret Appelbe   
 
Session Clerk: Robin Duncan  
  
Depute Session Clerk: Mrs Eleanor Neilson    
 
Roll Keeper: Mr Duncan Paterson    
 
Clerk and Depute Clerk to Deacon’s Court: Duncan and Margaret Walker     
 
Treasurer:  Mrs Kate Duncan 
                                                     
Assistant Treasurer: Mr Stuart Rae       
                         
Gift Aid: Mrs Kate Duncan    
 
Property Convener:    Mr John Green   
  
Deputy Convener:      Mr Eric Oswald  
 
Flower Convener: Miss Elinor Brown 
 
Hall Lets Convener: Mrs Margaret Anderson  
 
Young Church Leader:  Mrs Senga  Smith  
                                                                                           
Crèche Organiser: Mrs Charlene Jamieson                                                                            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 


